Evidence for covalent bonding of aryl groups to MnO2 nanorods from diazonium-based grafting.
We show here that the surface of MnO2 nanorods can be modified with aryl groups by grafting from aqueous and non-aqueous solutions of aryldiazonium salts. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy provides direct evidence for covalent bonding of aryl groups to MnO2 through surface oxygens.